BELEEVERS & GLOBAL ETHICS Missiv MR02

Doug rote: It is not evangelism for global ethics that offends me.
It is evangelism for intolerant, judgmental, authoritarian, offen
patriarkal dogmatizm.

T: 1 agree. But don’t jump on eny authoritativ statement & hang
that string of names on it. Compared to God, we ar as children. |
hav herd yungsters hang those epithets on their parents,
anouncing with their supreem nollege that their parents wer
intollerant, judgemental, authoritarian & dogmatic, wen they wer
meerly giving them much-needed advice. God has a lot of that
kind of trubble with his children.

D: I hope | atak no-wun but | worn agenst evangelizm that
preeches for

example that forgivness for inherited sin can oanly be baut at the
cost of

beleeving that a sinless all-powerful all-loving all-wise human.... interceeds with his hevenly alter
ego for sinners hu bleev he is the oanly way tu paradise.

T: U don’t like it that Jesus sed "'l am the way, the truth & the life. No man cums to the Father
but by me." 1 don’t kno wether the aramaic language had the frase "the embodiment of"" but if
u insert those words the sentence becums eesier to understand: "I am the embodiment of the
way, the truth & the life.”" Remember Jesus was talking to simple men who had little grasp of
abstractions. Today's evangelists hav the same problem. Eeven the preests wer offen only haf-
aware of spiritual issues. They demanded that evrything be expressd in very tangible terms.

Jesus had traveld & studdyd in the far East, in a civilization wich had had ritten language, &
filosofical teechings, for at leest 4000 years. In Jerusalem he had to talk down to his audience,
wich was on a much lower level of understanding than he was.

But thare is mor heer than meer abstraction. U find it ofensiv that Jesus sed he is the only way
to paradise. U ar thinking of the meny unbeleevers who don’t accept Cryst but nuntheless they
ar good, & luvving, & they bennefit the world. U say, surely God wil accept them into heven;
they don’t need Cryst.

In statements such as ""He who has seen me has seen the Father,” Jesus was telling his
lisseners that he is wot we call today a sub-personality of God. God has 3 sides to him, of wich
2 ar himself and Cryst. U calld God an alter ego to Cryst, & that's a pritty good description.
Cryst is the side that tollerates man's eevildoing. God is not quite so tollerant.

God interacts with Cryst sumwot in the way a man can argue with himself. He is sterner than
Cryst, mor likely to get disgusted with man's eevildoing & his continual defiance of the behaviors
that foster life. Then he talks with Christ, the kinder part of hiself. And Christ intercedes for
man.

It's true as u say that a man may individualy deserv to survive, because for one reeson or
anuther he obeys the rules of ethics, he is unselfish, onnest, caring, responsible, eeven tho he
dusnt kno Jesus. But without Cryst's intervention befor the throne of God - cuppled with the
intervention of Sofia, the so-calld holy gohst, the twin sister of Cryst - God's anger at man's bad
behavior mite provoke him to destroy the erth & its contents, with a ""bak to the drawing bord"



attitude. ..with a feeling on his part that he has faled & needs to trash wot he has dun & start
over. Cryst actualy has to periodicly persuade God not to do that.

Wen Jesus sed that he is the way, he is talking about how his teechings & his life, his example,
form a reliable gide assuring that a man ariving in the next world wil not be nokd on the hed &
stashd in a bin sumware with the rejects. This can happen to a man in whom the Beest is
uppermost. The Beest dusnt make it as a human. Jesus can help a man to overcum the beest
in him, such that he wil be able in the next world to join the human masters of the universe.
Neutralists, skeptics, ho-hum tipes & elitists ar also in danger of ofending God. Cryst interceeds
also for them, warns them, & shoes them the way to go.

Jesus also sed he is the truth. He ritely saw himself as having a wel-fild brane wich was at home
with the mind & caracter of God & with the bakground of the erth's hole history, & its likely
future. The men around him wer like yungsters by comparison, alternatly dreeming far-out
dreems & totally preoccupiyd with practical matters of survival & aquisition. Jesus had alreddy
aquired nollege, he was stil aquiring mor, & he had a hot line to the mind of God. This being so,
along with his willingness to share his nollege - unusual in those days - he was the kee to
understanding & nollege for uthers. He cd make them wise if they wd lissen. "l am the truth" is
an abreeviated way of saying this.

"l am the life," Jesus also sed. As the Bible worns, the good wd be kild with the bad if God wer
to destroy us all. So a man dusnt need to kno who or wot Cryst is in order to be dependent on
him for his life. Cryst interceeds, embodyd man gets a repreev.

Jesus was not just anuther teecher. The simple soles who beleev wot Christ sed of himself ar

-
T

wise. He is wot he sed....the way, the truth &the life.



